
Supervised Learning - Classification 

 

Example of Supervised Learning 

Supervised Learning:  

- A machine learning paradigm where the model is trained on a labeled dataset. Each training 

example is a pair consisting of an input object (typically a vector) and a desired output value 

(label). 

 

Example: 

- Spam Email Detection:  

  - Inputs: Features derived from emails (e.g., word frequencies, presence of certain keywords, 

email metadata). 

  - Outputs: Labels indicating whether the email is spam or not spam. 

 

Classification Model 

Classification:  

- The task of predicting the category or class of a given data point. The goal is to map input 

data to predefined labels. 

 

Example of Classification Model: 

- Decision Tree:  

  - A tree-like model where each internal node represents a "test" on an attribute, each branch 

represents the outcome of the test, and each leaf node represents a class label. 

 

Classification Learning Steps 

1. Data Collection: 

- Gather a labeled dataset with features and corresponding labels. 

 

2. Data Preprocessing: 

- Clean and preprocess the data (handle missing values, normalize/standardize features, encode 

categorical variables). 



3. Feature Selection/Engineering: 

- Select relevant features and create new ones to improve model performance. 

 

4. Split Dataset: 

- Divide the dataset into training and test sets (e.g., 70% training, 30% testing). 

 

5. Choose a Model: 

- Select a classification algorithm (e.g., Decision Tree, k-NN, SVM). 

 

6. Train the Model: 

- Use the training dataset to train the model by fitting it to the data. 

 

7. Evaluate the Model: 

- Assess the model’s performance using the test dataset and evaluation metrics like accuracy, 

precision, recall, F1 score, ROC-AUC. 

 

8. Hyperparameter Tuning: 

- Optimize the model’s hyperparameters using techniques like Grid Search or Random Search. 

 

9. Model Validation: 

- Use cross-validation to ensure the model generalizes well to unseen data. 

 

10. Deployment: 

- Deploy the trained model for making predictions on new data. 

 

11. Monitoring and Maintenance: 

- Continuously monitor the model’s performance and retrain it as necessary. 

 

 



Common Classification Algorithms 

 

1. Logistic Regression: 

- A statistical model that uses a logistic function to model a binary dependent variable.  

 

2. k-Nearest Neighbors (k-NN): 

- A non-parametric algorithm that classifies a data point based on the majority class among its 

k nearest neighbors in the feature space. 

- Distance Metric: Euclidean distance is commonly used. 

 

3. Decision Tree: 

- A tree structure where each node represents a decision based on a feature, and each branch 

represents an outcome. 

- Splitting Criteria: Gini impurity, information gain. 

 

4. Support Vector Machine (SVM): 

- A model that finds the hyperplane that best separates the data into different classes. 

- Kernel Functions: Linear, polynomial, RBF (Radial Basis Function). 

 

5. Naïve Bayes: 

- A probabilistic classifier based on Bayes’ Theorem with an assumption of independence 

between features. 

- Types: Gaussian, Multinomial, Bernoulli. 

 

6. Random Forest: 

- An ensemble method that uses multiple decision trees to improve classification performance. 

- Bagging: Combines the predictions from several base estimators trained with different subsets 

of the dataset. 

 

7. Neural Networks: 



- Models inspired by the human brain structure, consisting of layers of interconnected nodes 

(neurons). 

- Deep Learning: Uses multiple hidden layers for complex pattern recognition. 

 

8. Gradient Boosting Machines (GBM): 

- An ensemble method that builds trees sequentially, with each tree trying to correct the errors 

of the previous ones. 

- Variants: XGBoost, LightGBM, CatBoost. 

 

 

 

 

Summary 

 

Supervised learning for classification involves training models on labeled data to predict the 

class of new instances. Key steps include data collection, preprocessing, model selection, 

training, evaluation, and deployment. Common classification algorithms range from logistic 

regression and decision trees to advanced techniques like neural networks and ensemble 

methods. Properly applying these steps and algorithms can result in robust and accurate 

classification models for a variety of applications. 

  



k-Nearest Neighbors (k-NN) 

 

Introduction 

k-Nearest Neighbors (k-NN) is a simple, non-parametric, and lazy learning algorithm used for 

classification and regression. It operates on the principle that data points with similar features 

are likely to belong to the same class. 

 

How k-NN Works 

1. Distance Metric: 

- The algorithm calculates the distance between the input feature vector and all the points in 

the training set. 

- Common Distance Metrics: 

  -  

 

2. Identify Nearest Neighbors: 

- After computing the distances, identify the k data points in the training set that are closest to 

the input point. 

 

3. Voting (Classification): 

- For classification tasks, each of the k neighbors "votes" for their class, and the class with the 

most votes is assigned to the input point. 

 

4. Averaging (Regression): 

- For regression tasks, the output is the average of the values of the k nearest neighbors. 

 

 

 



Steps in k-NN Classification 

 

1. Select the Number of Neighbors (k): 

   - Choose an appropriate value for k. Common practice is to use cross-validation to determine 

the optimal k. 

 

2. Compute Distances: 

   - Calculate the distance between the test point and all training points using a chosen distance 

metric. 

 

3. Sort Distances: 

   - Sort the distances in ascending order and select the k closest points. 

 

4. Vote for Labels: 

   - For classification, count the number of occurrences of each class among the k neighbors. 

Assign the class with the highest count to the test point. 

 

5. Assign the Class: 

   - Assign the most frequent class label to the test instance. 

 

 

Dataset: 

 

Test Point: ((2.5, 2.5)) 



 

Steps: 

 

1. Calculate Distances: 

 

2. Sort and Select k Nearest Neighbors (k=3): 

   - The 3 nearest neighbors are (2.8, 2.7), (2.1, 1.9), and (3.3, 3.0). 

 

3. Voting: 

 

 

- Class B has 2 votes, and Class A has 1 vote. 

 

4. Assign Class: 

   - The test point (2.5, 2.5) is classified as B. 

 

 

 

 



Advantages and Disadvantages of k-NN 

Advantages: 

- Simplicity: Easy to understand and implement. 

- No Training Phase: Useful for real-time applications. 

- Versatility: Can be used for classification and regression. 

 

Disadvantages: 

- Computational Complexity: Requires significant computation time for large datasets. 

- Memory Intensive: Stores all training data in memory. 

- Sensitivity to Noise: Sensitive to noisy data and irrelevant features. 

- Choosing k: The choice of k can significantly affect the results, requiring careful tuning. 

 

Applications of k-NN 

- Text Categorization: Classifying documents into categories based on word frequencies. 

- Recommender Systems: Suggesting products to users based on their similarity to other users. 

- Image Recognition: Classifying images based on pixel intensity values. 

- Anomaly Detection: Identifying abnormal patterns in data, such as fraud detection. 

 

 Summary 

k-Nearest Neighbors (k-NN) is a versatile and straightforward algorithm used for classification 

and regression tasks. It classifies a data point based on the majority class of its nearest 

neighbors, making it easy to understand and implement. Despite its simplicity, k-NN can be 

computationally expensive and sensitive to noisy data. Its effectiveness relies on careful 

selection of the number of neighbors (k) and the distance metric used. 


